THE DAWN OF LIBERATION
ON SALUTING

Asked if he would consider an order that would make it not a breach of discipline
not to salute when off duty, the Prime Minister replied on May 16 :

No, Sir. A salute is an acknowledgment of the King's Commission
and a courtesy to Allied officers, and I do not consider it desirable to
attempt to make the distinction suggested.

If my hon. friend had an opportunity during the war of visiting
Moscow he would find the smartest saluting in the world. The
importance attached to these minor acts of ceremony builds up armies
which are capable of facing the greatest rigours of war.

COMMONWEALTH

When a member asked the Prime Minister to discourage the application of the term
" Commonwealth " to the British Empire, as the word denoted an interregnum in
British history during which the country was under the dictatorship of a regicide,
which was denounced by Scotland and finally rejected by all Britain, the Prime Minister
said in reply, on May 25 :

The term " British Commonwealth of Nations " has been generally
accepted since the date of the Report of the Imperial Conference of
1926, associated with the name of Lord Balfour, as describing the
relations of the self-governing parts of the British Empire. History
takes very varying views both of the conduct of Oliver Cromwell and
of Scotland during the tumultuous period referred to by the hon. and
gallant Member, Even the name " Commonwealth" is used in
varying connections at the present time. I doubt very much whether
any advantageous guidance on the subject can be obtained either from
ancient or modern examples.

REPARATIONS

When a member reminded the Prime Minister of the harm done to British ship-
building, engineering and other industries through the reparations exacted from
Germany after the last war and asked that after the present war there might be no
' reparations that would cause unemployment in Britain, the Prime Minister said on
June 8:

That is most fully in our minds. I am sure that the mistakes of
that time will not be repeated; we shall probably make another set
of mistakes.
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